The Scottish Institute

for Policing Research

Who do Partner Abuse Victims
Tell About Their Experience?

Sarah MacQueen and Paul Norris

University of Edinburgh

i ..} #
WMeN

Applied Quantitative Methods Network

) ) The Scottish Centre for

Crime & Justice Research




The Research Study

e ‘Domestic Violence and Police/ Victim Interaction’
e Developed as collaborative study with Police Scotland

e Four key questions addressed:

e Who are the victims of domestic abuse?

e Which victims of domestic abuse come to the attention of the police?
e How do the police and victims of domestic abuse interact?

* Who else do victims of domestic abuse tell?



More Than the Police?

* A wide body of literature exists around who tells (or does not tell) the
police about their experience of partner abuse

* Victims of partner abuse may however use a wide range of formal
and informal support mechanisms

e Understanding the different support mechanisms victims use (and
whether different groups of victims rely on different mechanisms)
could help to target support more appropriately



Dataset and Survey Questions

e Data drawn from the most recent three sweeps of Scottish Crime and
Justice Survey

e 1,011 individuals report having experienced partner abuse in the 12
months prior to the survey

e Respondents are asked if they told different individuals and agencies about
their most recent incident of partner abuse

e A total of 21 options are offered (covers friends, family, criminal justice
groups, medical professionals, social work and specialist support agencies)

e Survey also offers a range of explanatory variables (both demographic and
relating to the nature of the abuse)



Latent Class Analysis

e Latent Class Analysis is analogous to cluster analysis :-

ABIC Values to ldentify Optimal Number of
Classes for an LCA Model of Who Victims Inform

1. Can handle categorical variables About Partner Abuse
2. Can Handle Missing Data
3. Iterative Process of Model Fitting —
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n=1,011, SCJS 2008/09,2009/10,2010/11 (unweighted)




Patterns of Reporting Behaviour
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Who Told
eseeeeTell Friends, Relative and Formal Bodies (10.7%) e= o Tell Friends and Relatives (26.9%) e Te|| No-one (62.4%)

n=1,011, SCJS 2008/09,2009/10,2010/11 (unweighted)



Who Tells Who~
Probability of Being in Tell Friends | Tell Formal Tell Formal
Agencies Agencies

Reference Category Tell Nobody | Tell Nobody Tell Friends

Male (ref — female) _ _ _

+/- +/-

Age

Household Income £30,000+
(ref — less £30,000)
Total Number of Effects Reported

+

+ +

No Effect of Incident Reported
(Reference)
Only Physical Effects

Only Psychological Effects

+
1

Both Physical and Psychological
Effects

1 Incident of Partner Abuse in
Last 12 Months (Reference)

More than 1 Incident in Last 12
Months

Refused to say/Don’t Know How
Many Incidents in Last 12 Months
No Child in Household
(Reference)

Child in Household but Not
Present During Incident

Child Present During Incident but
not Believed to have Witnessed it
Child Witnessed Incident + +

+ positive relationship - negative relationship +/- curvilinear relationship (increasing first)
n=1011, SCJS 2008/09,2009/10,2010/11 (unweighted)

Other explanatory variables tested (and found to be
insignificant):-

e Abuse prior to survey reference period

* Living arrangements with partner

* Respondent has religious attachment

* Respondent has non-white ethnic background
* Time lived in local area

* Urbanisation of local area

* Index of Multiple Deprivation

NSSEC Classification/ Access to £100 — both have
results identical to household income



Conclusions

* Only around 10% of victims appear to report abuse to formal agencies — while around a
further quarter of respondents may discuss their experience with friends and family

e Doctors and the Police appear the two most common formal agencies contacted

* Gender and the number of effects suffered as a result of the incident are consistent
predictors of reporting behaviour

e Age has a curvi-linear relationship with likelihood of telling someone

e Contact with f(_)rmal agencies is less common for well-off victims and more common for
those who believe a child witnessed the incident

* Issues around whether patterns of reporting to formal agencies are obscured due to
relative numbers of people who “tell no-one”

. Pot_en'gal to extend this analysis to other types of crime — if survey questions were
revise



