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ESDS Government

Supports major UK data series

Large surveys conducted, usually by government
e.g. GLF, Opinions, Labour Force Survey, Health
Survey for England

Repeated cross-sections, often continuous
Important, widely used micro-data

Joint service

Team at UK Data Archive receive and archive
data

Team at Manchester deal with users
Registration for the data managed by ESDS

centrally
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Role

Promoting the use of the data
Navigating users through the right materials

Creating additional materials to help users
discover datasets and supporting materials

Encouraging good practice

Bridging the gap between data collector and

users EE&E
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ONS Opinions webpage

ONS Opinions Survey (formerly the ONS Omnibus Survey)

The OMS Opinicns Survey, previously known as OMS Omnibus Survey or Omnibus, is 2 regular, multi-
purpose survey which was carried out in eight menths of the year until &pril 2005, Frem this peint it has run
manthly, It started operating commercially in 1990 and was set up originally to meet the nesds of
government departments for a survey that used short and simple sets of questions, had greater statistical
reliability than private sector omnibus surveys and a properly designed randem sample. Mow, however, an

increasing number of academics are finding it a valuable research tool.

The Opinions Survey is used for a number of purposes, for example:

* to provide quick answers to questions of immediate interest

* to provide information on topics that do not require a full survey
* to develop and pilot questions for other surveys

* to sift for subgroups that can be fellowed up in anether survey

Each month's questiennaire consists of two elements: core questions, covering demegraphic infermation, are
asked egch month together with non-core questions that vary frem month to month, & list of medules is
availablg fram our Omnibus Modules page

The Matjonal Statistics web site contains someNetziled information about the survey.

Smlact ==ryice
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Latest News

Mew EHS teaching dataset

Ethnicity gquide updated

Lifestyles Surveys:

Consultation Review

/ More news

/

Upcoming Events

Recent Data Releases

Recent Publications

Survey description, modules and news

Economic and Social Data Service
http://www.esds.ac.uk/government/omnibus/
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OMNIBUS home

ONS Opinions Survey (formerly the ONS Omnibus
Datasets w Survev)

Fesources \

Questionnaires

The ONS Opinions Survey, previously known as ONS Omnibus Survey or Omnibus, 15 a regular,
ultl -purpose survey which was carried out in eight mnnths nf the year until April 2005. From this

Starting Analysis

Citing this data

Mﬂduhgs guestions, hadNgreater statistical reliability than private sector omnibus surveys and a properly
. designed random s le. Now, however, an increasing number of academics are finding It a

Variablgs Search

ariablgs Search y

valuable research tool.
links  \ \ t Download data via UKDA

Registereld Uses \ The Opinions Survey is used for a number of purposes, for example:
FAQ \ \
Dth&r surv \(5

= to provide quick answers to questions of immediate interest
= to provide information on topics that do not require a full survey
= to develop and pilot questions for other surveys

= to sift for subgroups that can be followed up In another survey

Each
inform

onth's questionnaire consists of two elements: core questions, covering demographic
lon, are asked sach month together with non-core guestions that vary from month to

Variables search EEEE

Help to get started: FAQs and Starting analysis|c2and Social Data Service




Variable search

Datasets for ONS Omnibus Survey

listed with fu
information giving the distribution of each wariable and

For each survey entry all wvariables are

link take=s vou to the ESDS Access pages for that survey.

get results wou're expecting. This i= because the s=su

abbrewviations.

OMS Opinions Survey, December 2008

OMS Opinions Survey, October 2009
September 2009

August 2009

ONS Opinions Survey,

OMS Opinions Survey,

additional information available. The Information and Download

when searching vou may wish to use common abbreviations/for words (govt for government) if yvou don't

rther
any

earch

| omnibus

ey documentation =searched ha=s used these

Wariables Information and Download

Wariables Information and Download

Wariables Information and Download

Wariables Information and Download

/

ESDS Government Variable Database: Search Results

You searched for internet in the ESDS Government variables database for the , n
the catalegue. There are 9976 results:

# OMNIBUS aprim22 (Primary actvty - total time (mins per day):
(or accessing the internet)):

a compute

ONS Omnibus Survey, Time Use Module, Februgef, June, September andg

Nowvember 2005.

« OMMIBUS asec2d (Scndry actvty -
(accessing the internet)):
ONS Omnibus Surv

time (mins per day): use a compute

ime U=e Module, February, June, September and

* OMNIEUE dvactl
O

W for all Internet activities in last 3 months):

us Survey, Internet Access Module, May, July and Octob

Survey, E-Government Module, October 2004 and February, May and ]

Survey, Internet Access Module, April, July and October, 2003 and Februg

ONS Omnibus Survey Variable: DV for all Internet activities in last 3 months
(dvactl)
/ Dataset: QNS Omnibus Survey, Internet Access Module,
Val Label Count P ta
e it PETEEMIA0® 1y, July and October, 2005, Filename: 0510320
ey RS
Telephoning over
the Internet /
2,00 1 0%
Video I
conferencing
Other
3.00 communicaticn 3 0% |
[eg chat rooms)
Searching for
4,00 infermation about 00% |
goods or services
Searching for
500 information about 0 0% I
travel and
accommodation
600 LisFening to web 00% I
radios




Publications Database

Publications citing ESDS Government Surveys

Survey:

| OMS Omnibus Survey Vl

Keyword Search:

Insert a phrase to search for in the title,
abstract and keywords of a paper. Leave

blank to show all matching papers.

Author Search: | |

Insert a surname to search for that author,

Leave blank to show all matching papers.

Year Search: From | first v | to | last |+ |

Sort:
O by author (alphabetical)
O by wear (recent first)

[ Submit Query ]

Search Results

MNew Search | Selectall rec

Download selected records into: ’ Text ] ’ EndMote ] [

] Jarvis, M

Monitoring cigarette smoking prevalence in Britain in a timely fashion
ADDICTION, 88 1569 - 1574 NOV 2003

] Wardle, 1 Steptoe, A

Socioeconomic differences in attitudes and beliefs about healthy lifestyles
JOURNAL OF EPIDEMIDLOGY AND COMMUNITY HEALTH. 57 440 - 443 JUN 2003

] Wardle, 1 Johnson, F

Weight and dieting: examining levels of weight concern in British adults
INTERNATIONAL JOURNAL OF OBESITY, 26 1144 - 1149 AUG 2002

] Mewton, IT Gibbons, DE

Vacant posts reported in dental practice: implications for human resource planning

BRITISH DENTAL JOURNAL, 192 37 - 39 JAN 12 2002
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The General Lifestyle Survey web-pages
have all the same features...

Data

[ rvones | e [ tews | oo [l o

GHS home General Lifestyle Survey (formerly the General
Datasets Household SUFVEY)
Resources

Questionnaires

Starting Analysis

Citing this data

Useful Notes

Variables Search

Links

Fegistered Uses

FAQ

Other surveys

The General Lifestyle Survey (GLF or GLS - the survey is sometimes referred to as the GLS),
formerly known as the General Household Survey (GHS), is a multi-purpose continuous survey
carried out by the ONS collecting information on a range of topics from people living in private
households in Great Britain. This information is used by government departments and other
organisations for planning, policy and monitoring purposes and to present a picture of
households, family and people in Great Britain.

The survey has run continuously since 1971, except for breaks in 1997/8 (when the survey was
reviewed) and 1999/2000 when the survey was re-developed. Following the 1997 review, the
survey was relaunched from April 2000 with a different design. The relevant development work
and the changes made are fully described in the Living in Britain report for the 2000-2001
survey. Following its review, the GLF/GLS was changed to comprise two elements: the
continuous survey and extra modules, or ‘trailers’. The continuous survey remained unchanged
from 2000 to 2004, apart from essential adjustments to take account of, for example, changes in
benefits and pensions. The GLF/GLS retained its modular structure and this allowed a number of
different trailers to be included for each of those years, to a plan agreed by sponsoring
government departments.

elsidls

Economic and Social Data Service
http://www.esds.ac.uk/government/ghs/




Introductory Guides

General introduction to what'’s available, particularly
among Government datasets, for researchers in
specific areas of research

Strengths of different sources

Links to other appropriate sources

Updated annually

Economic and Social Data Service

Feamomic and Saial Data Service Social capital: introductory user guide
ESDS Government
Emplo}rment and the labour markEt Author: C. Hall, Office for Mati ional Stati istios
Introductory user guide o —
ESDS Government -
satones o — ][5

Aurther: . Higgies
Upsciatnd: i King-Hele

G5
Werion: s The series of ESDS Guides are available online at www esds.ac uk
Date: Seplember 2210

-
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ESDS Government - general
resources

Introductory user guides (SPSS, Stata)

Analysis guides (e.g. weighting, complex
surveys, change over time)

Teaching datasets: cut down versions of

datasets, user guide

Economic and Social Data Service




Keeping in touch

£l " Newsletter Issue 17
June 2011 EE d E
El Edrtor: Vanessa Higgins and Yeronica Smith 5 P T —

ESDS Government Newsletter

Review of the General Lifestyle Survey/General Housshold Sureey

+ . OHS presenied the plam for the fulure of the Genersl Lifesbyles Sorvey (GLF) ot the recent GLF User
= Masting, orgarised by ESDS Gowemment and beld o1 the 55 on 25 m.n.mn-du-l:lﬁ
th,""g—m avedlable feom e EUE webuiie af sws. oo ec ok fewh fevenin F1011-03-205

ip QE | - OPE confirmed that the Family Ao ] ——
. Survey will be the vebicle for the ELLSILE

i
’ - Qb fourrently o GLF feom 1002 e —
&+ The M=f inforration Cenire are proposing In
T withdraw fusdhing for the 1011 GLF i
I 2| 23
1

» D8l propoe replacing the GLF from 2017 etk
@ s surery buedd on the Dpirions sy

The USE hase comulted GLF wsers on their plam for e survey and the coml bation closed on & May.
This vk . vitally important comultation as S srvey srie =il b dicontinued i wen do not
indticate an overriding need for the sureey. ES0E Covernment submitied o detafed respome b e

comultation on betalf of GLF lem and b respome can be viesed on the B Government
sbuite gl swew. mch. o Lk g mmentighl {. OFE mapect i the outczeme of
the corl tation in Ly

Secure Data Service - Annual Population Survey, Quarterly Labour Foroe

Survey and General Lifestyle Survey datasets

uartary Labssor Fors Survey: Contents

Oaneral Litebe Sy Intgrated Houshold Surery Mewa . 3
e . MircingDuta. e phice. e 71 & c_ Shanly: E:mu'urr._ q-mdl't r.-uu:-.
atad by sthaic group fa

m#ﬁhﬂ.:hm"du hnnu‘-dhlcnlhm-u—mh—n—_i
e about e contest of thes datoerts from

A Evrcpman workshop 1 introduce th EU Surery
the ool calsige recont jeccraed s B | of ncce and Living Canditio (EU-8LE) and
wrvey links aberva). Befors spelping for e |y F Labonsr Fores Sureny (SU-LFS) data 3

records i determing f B et aw sutable for | Smell Aeee
their rwssarch and whathar cther bes Setsiled |y ) updsted necuros "

el imteal.  The Secure Dats Service provides | Forthooming ewenty from ESIE Sovesnrment .4
. ! . [ther gt

Events hald i e past sl monta 4

User Meetings

Website contains news & information
about consultations/data developments

Newsletter
Every 6 months
Contains news
Survey news from ONS etc
New ESDS resources
Summaries of meetings
Available on website

Helpdesk

Economic and Social Data Service




The important last slide...

Helpdesk:
govsurveys@esds.ac.uk
(0161)275 1980

Website:
http://www.esds.ac.uk/government

Jisc list:
esds-govsurveys@jiscmail.ac.uk

Economic and Social Data Service
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