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ESDS Government  
• Supports major UK data series 

– Large surveys conducted, usually by government 
e.g. GLF, Opinions, Labour Force Survey, Health 
Survey for England 

– Repeated cross-sections, often continuous 
– Important, widely used micro-data  

 
• Joint service 

– Team at UK Data Archive receive and archive 
data 

– Team at Manchester deal with users 
– Registration for the data managed by ESDS 

centrally 

 



Role 

• Promoting the use of the data  
 

• Navigating users through the right materials 
 

• Creating additional materials to help users 
discover datasets and supporting materials 
 

• Encouraging good practice 
 

• Bridging the gap between data collector and 
users 
 



ONS Opinions webpage 

http://www.esds.ac.uk/government/omnibus/ 

Survey description, modules and news 



Download data via UKDA 

Variables search 

Help to get started: FAQs and Starting analysis 



Variable search 



Publications Database 



The General Lifestyle Survey web-pages  
have all the same features… 

http://www.esds.ac.uk/government/ghs/ 



Introductory Guides 

• General introduction to what’s available, particularly 
among Government datasets, for researchers in 
specific areas of research 
– Strengths of different sources 
– Links to other appropriate sources 
– Updated annually 



ESDS Government - general 
resources 

 
• Introductory user guides (SPSS, Stata) 

 
• Analysis guides (e.g. weighting, complex 

surveys, change over time) 
 
• Teaching datasets: cut down versions of 

datasets, user guide 
 

 



Keeping in touch 

• User Meetings 
 

• Website contains news & information 
about consultations/data developments 
 

• Newsletter 
– Every 6 months 
– Contains news 

• Survey news from ONS etc 
• New ESDS resources 
• Summaries of meetings 

– Available on website 
 

• Helpdesk 
 
 



The important last slide… 

Helpdesk: 
govsurveys@esds.ac.uk 

(0161)275 1980 
 

Website: 
http://www.esds.ac.uk/government 

 
Jisc list: 

esds-govsurveys@jiscmail.ac.uk 

http://www.esds.ac.uk/government�
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