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Introduction to Nesstar 

 

Nesstar is a software system for online data analysis. It is available for use with many of the 
large UK surveys on the UK Data Service website. You will know whether you can use 
Nesstar with a certain dataset as it will has the Nesstar logo and ‘explore online’ at the top of 
its catalogue page:- 
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Description  

 

Click onto the ‘Explore online’ link and this will take you to a page that looks like this:- 

 

There are links to several datasets on the left-hand side of the screen but the one that you 
will have clicked on will the one where the little blue boxes are furthest over to the right (see 
arrow above). This is the easiest way to identify it rather than looking through all the titles of 
the other datasets.  
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Once you have identified the dataset you wish to work with, click onto the little blue cross 
box that says ‘Variable Description’. This will usually bring up another set of options that are 
descriptions of the different modules within the dataset (for instance Demographic 
Information, Attitudinal Variables etc). Click onto the cross box next to the one you are 
interested in looking at and the variables within these modules will be revealed:-   
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You can then identify the variables you are interested in viewing descriptively and click onto 
those variables. In this way you can check to distribution of variables, check for any missing 
data and also view the variable categories, all online. For instance, for ‘Gender’ in the 
example below we can see that there are more men than women in the sample and no 
missing data for that variable.  
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Tabulation 

 

Nesstar also enables users to produce tabulations online. Firstly, select the ‘ Tabulation’ tab 
at the top of the Nesstar window. Then choose the variable you would like to analyse as a 
dependent variable in the cross-tabulation. In the exapmple below ‘How safe do you feel 
walking alone after dark?’ is used at the dependent variable in the cross-tabulation. Click on 
the variable and then click ‘Add to row’.  
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Adding a variable to a row will produce a frequency table of that variable (see below) but 
Nesstar can also produce cross-tabulations. To do so, once you have selected the 
dependent variable, click through the variables and select the independent variable of choice 
for the cross-tabulation. In the example below, respondent’s sex has been chosen. Click on 
the variable and then click ‘Add to column’.  
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This will then produce your cross-tabulation. Further useful functions of Nesstar at this stage 
include the weighting button (a button that looks like a little scale), which will add weights to 
the table to make estimates more accurate. Furthermore there is a button that allows you to 
export the table to Excel (which looks like a little Excel symbol) to be saved, formatted and 
copied into reports etc. These are located at the top of the Nesstar window, as shown below.  
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A further useful function of Nesstar is that it allows users to plot graphs and charts from their 
tabulations. Once you have produced a tabulation click on the little icon that looks like a 
graph. This allows you to choose different types of graph to plot such as bar charts, stacked 
bar charts and pie charts. Click in the desired chart and the graph will appear. This can 
again be saved to copy into reports etc. by right clicking on the graph itself.  
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Analysis  

 

The final functions available in Nesstar are accessed through the ‘Analysis’ tab. This allows 
users to produce correlations or simple regressions-simply click on the sub-tab to select 
which. The functions work in a very similar way to those that produce tabulations. Find the 
variables you would like to assess via correlation or regression and click on them. The 
options will either be ‘add to correlation’ for correlations or ‘add as independent variable’/’add 
as dependent variable’ for regression.  

 

 


