
Data citation 

Sharon Bolton, UK Data Service 

Anne Etheridge, UK Data Service 

UK Data Service 

Monday 29 February 2016 



Why cite data? 

• acknowledges the author's sources 

• makes identifying data easier 

• promotes the reproduction of research results 

• makes it easier to find data 

• allows the impact of data to be tracked 

• provides a structure which recognises and can reward 

data creators 

 



What does a data citation look like? 

Office for National Statistics. Social Survey Division, (2015) 

International Passenger Survey, 2014 [data collection]. 3rd 

Edition. UK Data Service SN: 7534, 

http://dx.doi.org/10.5255/UKDA-SN-7534-3 

 

• Creator(s) 

• Publication year (Year of latest edition) 

• Title 

• Resource type  

• Edition or version  (optional)  

• Publisher  

• Identifier (SN plus DOI) 

 



What is a DOI? 

http://dx.doi.org/10.5255/UKDA-SN-7534-3 

 

• an international standard for persistently identifying 

digital objects, or information about them, in a globally 

unique way  

• a string of letters and numbers that can be used to make 

resources directly available to anyone over the internet 

• is assigned to the data collection each time there is a 

major change to data, documentation or metadata 

 



Resolving a DOI 



UK Data Service Discover 

Coverage: 

• 6,000+ data collections 

• 500,000 variables 

• 160+ case studies 

• 13,000+ ESRC outputs 

• 170+ support / how to guides 

 



UK Data Service Discover 

Types of data 

• survey microdata  

• business surveys 

• cross-national surveys 

• cohort and longitudinal studies 

• UK surveys 

• census data 

• aggregate 

• boundary 

• flow 

• microdata 

• international macrodata 

• qualitative and mixed method 

 



Citation for survey microdata 



Citation choices 

Default citations based on APA 

 

Providing citation in multiple formats 

• APA 

• Harvard 

• Vancouver 

• DataCite 

• Dataverse 

 

Exporting citation as XML 

• EndNote 

• CSL 

 



Selecting the citation 

APA 

DataCite 

Dataverse 

Harvard 

Vancouver 

Vancouver 



Citation for survey microdata 

• new Digital Object Identifier (DOI) is assigned to the data 

collection each time there is a major change to data or 

metadata 

• new DOI will resolve to an updated version of the jump 

page  

• jump page contains a log of changes to this data 

collection since the allocation of its first DOI  

 



Citation for international macrodata 

International Energy Agency (2014): Coal Information, 

1960-2013 (Data downloaded: 1 September 2014). UK 

Data Service. DOI: http://dx.doi.org/10.5257/iea/coal/2014 

 

 

 

• DOIs are minted each time a new edition of an 

international dataset is published  

• all DOIs for a particular dataset resolve to the same 

landing (jump) page 

• multiple formats are not provided 

http://dx.doi.org/10.5257/iea/coal/2014


Data citation – census data 



Data citation – census data 

• OGL data includes licence details in citation 

• currently census records supported by UK Data Service 

Census Support do not have DOIs 

• see: https://census.ukdataservice.ac.uk/use-data/citing-

data 

 

https://census.ukdataservice.ac.uk/use-data/citing-data
https://census.ukdataservice.ac.uk/use-data/citing-data
https://census.ukdataservice.ac.uk/use-data/citing-data
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QualiBank 

• QualiBank is the UK Data Service's search and browse 

interface for qualitative data objects  

• allows searching of the content of text files, such as 

interviews, essays, open ended questions and reports 

• allows searching of metadata attached to these objects, 

such as a description of an image or of an audio 

recording 

• enables hyperlinking to related objects 

• a citation can be made for a whole object or interview 

extracts 



Subsets of data: QualiBank 

 



Create citation: QualiBank 

 



Retrieve citation 

 



Retrieve data from unique GUID 



Are our data being cited? 

DOI resolutions 



Next stage in data citation 

• We are working with the Research Data Alliance Data 

Citation Working Group to consider how we create DOIs 

for subsets of data, for example, via our numeric online 

data access systems such as Nesstar. 

• We have been discussing citing subsets of data with APA 

e.g. a table in a dataset 



Questions 


