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Can you hear us? 



Can you hear us? 

• If not: 

• check your volume and that your speaker/headset is 

plugged in 

• your invitation also included a phone number, you can 

call that to listen to this webinar  

•  +44 (0) 20 7151 1875  Access Code: 844-129-159 

 

 



Overview 

Using qualitative data in your postgraduate research 12 April 2017 

• What is the UK Data Service? 

• Finding and accessing data  

• Using student resources 

• Case Study: April Gallwey 

• Questions?  



What is the UK Data Service? 

• a comprehensive resource funded 

by the ESRC 

• a single point of access to a wide 

range of secondary social science 

data  

• support, training and guidance 



Who is it for? 

• Academic researchers and students 

• Government analysts 

• Charities and foundations 

• Business consultants 

• Independent research centres 

• Think tanks 

 

ukdataservice.ac.uk 

 



  

UK Data Service 

http://www.ukdataservice.ac.uk  

http://www.ukdataservice.ac.uk/


Types of data collections 

• Survey microdata 

• Cross-sectional 

• Panel / Longitudinal 

 

• Aggregate statistics 

• International macrodata 

 

• Census data 

• Aggregate data for 1971 -2011 

• Microdata for 1991, 2001 and 2011 

 

• Qualitative and mixed methods data  

http://ukdataservice.ac.uk/get-data/key-data/uk-survey-series.aspx
http://ukdataservice.ac.uk/get-data/key-data/uk-survey-series.aspx
http://ukdataservice.ac.uk/get-data/key-data/uk-survey-series.aspx
http://ukdataservice.ac.uk/get-data/key-data/cohort-and-longitudinal-studies.aspx
http://ukdataservice.ac.uk/get-data/key-data/international-macro-databanks.aspx
http://census.ukdataservice.ac.uk/get-data/aggregate-data.aspx
http://census.ukdataservice.ac.uk/get-data/microdata.aspx
http://ukdataservice.ac.uk/get-data/key-data/qualitative-and-mixed-methods-data.aspx


Sources of data 

• Official agencies – mainly central government 

 

• International statistical time series 

 

• Research institutions 

 

• Individual academics - research grants 

 

• Market research agencies 

 

• Public records/historical sources 
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http://ukdataservice.ac.uk/get-data/key-data/qualitative-and-mixed-methods-data.aspx
http://ukdataservice.ac.uk/get-data/key-data/qualitative-and-mixed-methods-data.aspx
http://discover.ukdataservice.ac.uk/


Discover – conducting  a search 

http://discover.ukdataservice.ac.uk/


Data access 

 

• Web access to data and metadata. 

 

• Data are freely available to anyone who registers with 

the UK Data Service (dependent on licence). 

 

• Data supplied in a variety of formats 

- statistical package formats (e.g. SPSS, Stata)  

- databases and spreadsheets 

- word processed documents, PDF documents etc. 

http://ukdataservice.ac.uk/get-data/how-to-access.aspx


Data access 

• If you are at a UK University, you can use your own 

institutional username and password to log in and 

register with the UK Data Service. 

 

• If you are not at a UK University you will have to apply 

for a UK Data Archive username and password. 

http://www.data-archive.ac.uk/sign-up/credentials-application


Accessing data - registration 

• Click on the ‘login’ link on the UK Data Service homepage 

• Click on ‘login to the UK Data Service’ 

• Find your University (or UK Data Archive) in the list of 

institutions and proceed to the login page 

• Enter your login details 

• Complete the registration form as a new user 

• Accept the End User Licence 

• Use the download/order link for the dataset you wish to 

access and create a project description 

• Download the data in your chosen format 

http://ukdataservice.ac.uk/get-data/how-to-access/registration.aspx


How to download data 
http://ukdataservice.ac.uk/get-data/how-to-access/downloadorder.aspx 

 

http://ukdataservice.ac.uk/get-data/how-to-access/downloadorder.aspx
http://ukdataservice.ac.uk/get-data/how-to-access/downloadorder.aspx
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http://ukdataservice.ac.uk/get-data/how-to-access/downloadorder.aspx
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Questions 

 

Advice for new users 

http://ukdataservice.ac.uk/help/new-user.aspx 

FAQs 

http://ukdataservice.ac.uk/help/faq.aspx 

Re-using qualitative data guide 

http://ukdataservice.ac.uk/use-data/secondary-

analysis/reusing-qualitative-data.aspx 

 

 

 

  
Visit us on the web 
https://www.ukdataservice.ac.uk/  
Follow UK Data Service on Twitter 
@UKDataService 
Subscribe to our UK Data Service Youtube channel 
https://www.youtube.com/user/UKDATASERVICE  
 
 
 
 

E-mail us at 
help@ukdataservice.ac.uk  
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