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Overview  

• Background: CESSDA and data services  
• Data: what’s available and how to find it  
• Access to data 
• Spotlight on… 

• GESIS  
• UK Data Service  

• Q and A  



CESSDA 

 

 

 Consortium of European Social 

Science Data Archives 

 

“to provide a full scale sustainable 

research infrastructure that enables the 

research community to conduct high-

quality research which in turn leads to 

effective solutions to the major 

challenges facing society today” 



CESSDA: Key tasks  

Develop and coordinate standards, 
protocols and professional best practices 

Facilitate researcher access to important 
resources 

Provide training  

Coordinate the network of European 
data service providers  

Promote the results of social sciences 

Promote wider participation in CESSDA 



CESSDA 



 

 

 

Data collection 

• obtaining data  

• training in RDM 

Data archiving 
& sharing 

• ensuring quality of 
data and metadata 

• managing access 
to data (appropriate 
licensing) 

Data 
discovery 

and 
reuse 

• maintaining 
catalogues  

• user support and 
training  

National data services  



What data are available?  

• quantitative  

• qualitative 

• recent (and less recent) 

 

• outputs of  

• major academic projects  

• government/policy 

• small research teams  

• individual researchers 

•  

 



Examples: cross-national studies  

International Social Survey Programme (ISSP) 
• Annual, cross-national collaboration on cross-sectional 

surveys 
• Diverse topics relevant to social sciences.  
• Rotating thematic modules 
 
Similar: European Social Survey, European Values Survey and 
Eurobarometer  

 
 
 
Survey of Health, Ageing and Retirement in Europe 
(SHARE) 
• Multidisciplinary and cross-national panel database  
• micro data on health, socio-economic status and social and 

family networks 
 
Similar: Generations and gender programme (GGP)  

 











Examples: Longitudinal studies 

Household panel studies 
• German Socio-Economic Panel 

(SOEP) 
• Understanding society  

(and the British Household Panel 
Study) 

• Swiss Household Panel  



Finding data from national data services  



Online catalogues: Example DANS 

(Netherlands) 



Online catalogues: Example FORS 

(Switzerland)  



NESSTAR 



CESSDA 



Why not a single catalogue? 

? 

CESSDA Products and Services 

Catalogue 

  2018 

  search all CESSDA Service Providers 

 



Variable and question banks 



Data access  

 

         CESSDA general principle 

 
available to anyone 

regardless of status, nation or 

type of use (except 

redistribution) unless there 

are known requirements 

which prevent it 



Data access: common arrangements 

Openly available without registration 

• remember to acknowledge source 

Register (e-mail, university log-in or request user name and password) 

• sometimes register use of data 

Terms and conditions 

• no redistribution 

• not identifying individuals  

• non-commercial use only or for research and teaching only 

Order data 

• sometimes need data owner permission 

Additional applications for sensitive/confidential 

• may only get access in a safe space (dedicated room or remote systems) 

Free 

• sometimes charges for commercial use and supplementary services (such as data on 
CDs) 



Making sense of your data 

to understand the data and 
evaluate suitability for your 
research question 

need to know:  

• what information was collected? 

• from whom? 

• when and where? 

• what was done to the data? 

Metadata and documentation 

• Catalogue entry  

• Documentation: user guides, survey 
questionnaires, interview schedules 
and fieldwork notes 

• accessible from catalogue 

? 



Data Citation  

• credit the data creators 
• allow others to find the data 
• How?  

• is there a recommended citation? 
• include enough information so that the exact version 

of the data being cited can be located 
• persistent identifies e.g. Digital Object Identifier (DOI) 
 



Data Citation (example) 



GESIS – Leibniz Institute for the Social Sciences 

 One of the leading Social Science Infrastructures 
in Europe with over 50 years of experience. 

 Objectives are 

 research-based infrastructure services, 

 interdisciplinary research. 

 Covers entire life-cycle of research data  
(focus: surveys). 

 5 departments,  among them 
Data Archive for the Social Sciences - DAS. 
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Objective and Tasks of the Data Archive 

Objective 

 Advance social science research by promoting 
wide data sharing and by providing rich data 
resources. 

Tasks 

 Provide high quality data and data services. 

 Develop standards and infrastructure solutions 
for data sharing. 

 Conduct research on social change, as well as  
on archiving and data management. 
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Data Archive for the Social Sciences 

 Holdings of about 5.700 studies 

 Surveys  
(strong focus on international comparison) 

 Time-series 

 Historical data 

 Home of (among others): 

 Comparative Study of Electoral Systems (CSES) 

 Eurobarometer survey series (with ICPSR) 

 International Social Survey Program (ISSP) 

 German National Election Study (GLES) 

 German General Social Survey (ALLBUS) 
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Website demonstration 

29 

 Main access point for data: data holding catalogue. 

 Nesstar server for collections. 

 Specialized websites for collections. 



Access 

 Mainly data for scientific re-use. 

 Four access classes (all require registration, some 
require access consent by data depositor). 

 All users can register, no national restrictions. 

 Eurolab provides grants for research visits. 

 Secure Data Center for access of more “sensitive” 
data. 
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What data do we hold? 
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Thank you 

https://cessda.net/ 


