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Sample design

� Sampling frame based on Irish 

Geodirectory

� Three-stage approach

� 3,155 population sampling units 

(clusters)

� 640 clusters selected based on 

geographical spread and socio-

economic status

� 40 addresses randomly selected from 

each cluster

� Interviewers visited 25,600 houses

� n=8,504 community-dwelling adults

� Household response rate: 62%



Data collection

Computer-Assisted Personal 

Interview (CAPI)

Self-Completion Questionnaire 

(SCQ)

Health assessment
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Baseline and re-interview response rates

Wave 1

N (%)

Wave 2

N (%)

Wave 3

N (%)

Wave 4

N (%)

CAPI

- Self 8,504 7,375 (90) 6,566 (85) 5,856 (83) 

- Proxy n/a 80 121 122

- EOL n/a 160 215 172

SCQ 1 7,196 (85) 6,274 (85) 5,565 (85) 4,985 (85)

Health 2 6,150 (72) n/a 5,391 (80) n/a

1 SCQ response rate = number of returned SCQs / number of CAPI self interviews
2 Health response rate = number of assessments / number of CAPI self interviews 

completed 



Data access

TILDA data available from 

– Irish Social Science Data Archive (ISSDA), 
www.ucd.ie/issda/data/tilda/

– Interuniversity Consortium for Political and Social Research 
(ICPSR), www.icpsr.umich.edu/icpsrweb/ICPSR/studies/34315

– Gateway to Global Aging, www.g2aging.org/

Wave 1 & Wave 2 currently available



Data protection vs Data access



Anonymisation techniques

• In collaboration with the Central Statistics Office to 

avoid possible identification of individuals 

i. Remove highly sensitive (e.g. name, address, etc.)

ii. Remove any potentially identifiable information, i.e. 

data based on which an individual could be 

identified, on its own or in combination with other 

publicly available data sources

• Group, top-code, bottom-code, generate, drop 



Questionnaire Domains

• Three main domains:

o Health 

o Social 

o Economic 

• Scales and standardised measures used where 

possible 

• Questions comparable with other HRS studies, where 

possible



Questionnaire Sections 

MODULE CODE MODULE NAME DOMAIN

CS Coverscreen Social 

DM Demographics Social 

TC Transfers to Children Social 

TP Transfers to Parents Social 

FL Functional limitations & Helpers Social 

CN Social Connectedness Social 

EX Expectations Social

LE Lifelong Learning Social

MT Abbreviated Mental Test Score Health 

PH Physical Health & Cognitive Function Health 

HU Healthcare Utilisation Health 

MH Mental Health Health

BH Behavioural Health Health 

MD Medications Health 

WE Employment Situation Economic 

JH Job History Economic 

WR Planning for Retirement Economic 

SI Sources of Income Economic 

HO House Ownership Economic 

AS Other Assets Economic 



Variable naming 

• Naming convention based on: 

• collection method used (CAPI, SCQ, HA)

• Section of questionnaire

• Question number

• Variables labels are shortened versions of the 

questions 



Variable naming - CAPI 

Question: Do you usually wear glasses or contact lenses? 

Variable label : ph101 - [Do/Does] [you/he/she] usually wear glasses or 

contact lenses?

Section 

Identifier 

Question 

Number



Variable naming - CAPI 

Question: Has a doctor ever told you that you have any of these 

conditions? 

Variable label : Has a doctor ever told you that you have any of the conditions 

on this card?

Section 

Identifier 

Question 

Number

Option/Loop 

Identifier



Variable naming - SCQ 

Question: Have you ever felt that you should cut down on drinking? 

Variable label : Cut down on drinking

SCQ

Identifier 

Question 

Identifier 



Variable naming – Derived Variables



Examples:

Number of chronic diseases 

Mini-mental state examination

Five or more medications

Hospital Anxiety and Depression Scale 

Variable naming – Derived Variables



Standard response options

Standard response options are used throughout the 

dataset

Code Value label meaning 

95; _95 Other

96: _96 None; none of the above

97 Unable to carry out task (cognitive tests)

98: -98; _98 Don’t know

99; -99; _99 Refused

-1 Not applicable or skipped due to routing pattern



Supporting documentation

• Design Report 

• Questionnaires 

– content, routing instructions, question wording (e.g. ‘since the last 

interview’)

• Release guides 

– study design, how variables are coded (e.g. -98, -99), health 

assessment variables, changes between releases, survey weights

• Derived variables codebook

• Variable anonymisation actions

• Main Findings Reports





Core Funders (2006—2016)



Additional Funders



For more information:
www.tilda.ie


