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Health and Retirement Studies 
around the World 

• The Health and Retirement Study (HRS) 

• The Mexican Health and Aging Study (MHAS)

• The English Longitudinal Study of Ageing (ELSA)

• The Survey of Health, Ageing and Retirement in Europe (SHARE)

• The Korean Longitudinal Study of Aging (KLoSA)

• The Indonesian Family Life Survey (IFLS)



Health and Retirement Studies 
around the World 

• The Japanese Study of Aging and Retirement (JSTAR)

• The Study on global AGEing and adult health (SAGE)

• The Irish Longitudinal Study on Aging (TILDA)

• The Costa Rican Longevity and Healthy Aging Study (CRELES)

• The China Health and Retirement Study (CHARLS)

• The Longitudinal Aging Study in India (LASI)



HRS Surveys: Key Innovations 

Multi-disciplinary subject matter
• Demographics, health, economics, etc.

Enhancing quality of economic data
• Nonresponse bias

• Unfolding bracket questions

• Imputation 

Integrating biomarkers into social surveys
• Anthropometry, blood pressure, blood specimen  



HRS Surveys: Core Content Areas

Demographic
Education, marital status, age, resident, birth year, birth month

Health
Cognition, disease, depression, injury, physical functioning,  physical measures, health behaviors

Health Services
Insurance, utilization, expenditure, out-of-pocket spending

Work & Employment
Employment status/history, labor force, earnings, disability, retirement, type of work, pension

Economic Status
Income, wealth, and consumption; earnings, asset income, government transfers, housing, non-financial 
assets, pension

Family Structure & Social Network
Parents’ information, household structure, family exchange, family support, social participation



What’s available on the Gateway

• Library that includes all the survey questionnaires

• Flow-charts illustrate questionnaire skip patterns

• Search engine to locate specific survey item 

• Statistics shown in the interactive graphs and tables 

• Documentation of cross-study comparability

• Publications search based on HRS-type surveys

• Harmonized data





Survey Questionnaires

Gateway provides detailed information about all the parts of the survey
• The location of all survey items inside the interview

• Survey questions including question text, interviewer prompts, and answer 
types and choices

• How the question was asked and to whom

• Links to microdata variables and how the values are formatted

• Assigned research topics, keywords, and domains

• Suggested similar survey items





Flow Charts



Concordance

Users can identify comparable survey measures between all Health and 
Retirement Surveys using

• Keyword search

• Top-level research domains for all HRS sister studies

• Finer research topics for Harmonized Studies

Allows users to compare measures between
• Multiple waves of one study

• The same year in multiple studies



Documentation

• Domain-specific comparison tables

• Sample / Interview

• Demographics

• Family & Social Network

• Health

• Cognition

• Healthcare Utilization and Insurance 

• Income & Consumption 

• Financial & Housing Wealth

• Work

• Retirement & Pension

• Stress

• Psychosocial

• Domain-specific user guides

• Chronic medical conditions

• Financial transfers

• Expectations

• Employment and retirement

• Income

• Wealth

• Cognition

• Health Behavior

• Informal Care

• Household Expenditure

• Imputation procedures



Interactive Graphs and Charts

Total Family Income for England in 2004 over 3 age groups



Interactive Graphs and Charts



Interactive Graphs and Charts



Publication Search 

Users can find publications based on Health and Retirement Surveys 
around the world which are relevant to their research focus

• Select from 
1. survey

2. topic

3. year

• Search by 
1. title

2. author

3. source



Harmonized Data Files

Harmonized Datasets are created to provide harmonized measures of 
HRS-type surveys:

• Variables are defined as similarly as possible to the RAND HRS 

• Combined all waves; each individual is one record

• Same variable naming as in RAND HRS, e.g. r1work – whether the respondent is 
currently working in wave 1

• Country specific variable name: e.g. r1lbrf_c – respondent’s labor force status in 
wave 1 of CHARLS, with different response scale

• Spouse versions of most variables are also created e.g. s2work – whether 
respondent's spouse is currently working in wave 2



Simple Harmonization

SHARE 2004 Harmonized SHARE

BR001

Ever smoked cigarettes daily?

1. Yes

5. No

BR002

Smoke at the present time?

1. Yes

5. No, I have stopped

If BR001= 1

R1SMOKEN

Respondent smokes now

0. No

1. Yes



Harmonized Codebooks

Each Harmonized Dataset is accompanied by its own codebook.

• Includes brief overview of statistics for each variable

• Details variable creation and any assumptions made in the creation

• Highlights any differences between waves for this harmonized variable and 
any differences between this variable and the RAND HRS variable

• Lists all the variables from the originating dataset used in the creation of 
the variable



Harmonized Codebooks
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Harmonized Codebooks



All Harmonized Data Files

• Harmonized ELSA – incorporates the first seven waves of ELSA (2002 - 2014)

• Harmonized SHARE – incorporates the first, second, fourth, and fifth wave of SHARE 
(2004, 2006, 2010, 2012)

• Harmonized JSTAR – incorporates the first three waves of JSTAR (2007, 2009, 2011) 

• Harmonized KLoSA - incorporates the first four waves of KLoSA (2006, 2008, 2010, 2012)

• Harmonized MHAS – incorporates the first three waves of MHAS (2001, 2003, 2012)

• Harmonized CRELES – incorporates the five waves of CRELES (2005, 2007, 2009, 2010, 
2012)

• Harmonized TILDA – incorporates the first two waves of TILDA (2010, 2012)

• Harmonized CHARLS - incorporates the first two waves of CHARLS (2011, 2013)

• Harmonized LASI – incorporates the pilot data of LASI (2010)

Harmonized data files are either distributed through the Gateway or the originating study. 
In some cases the data files are created by users based on a code provided by the Gateway.





Registering

• Choose “register” in the upper right

• Enter your information

• Confirm email

Visit g2aging.org 


